
For longtime volun-
teer Dave Burkell, 

a Ducks Unlimited 
Canada (DUC) ban-
quet isn’t just a chance 
to raise funds to save 
Canadian wetlands. 
It’s also a family re-
union where he can 
count on his wife, 
daughters, and five 
grandchildren to 
come help out too.

   “We all volunteer for DUC 
because we believe in the work 
that the organization is doing,” 
Burkell says. “Protecting the 
wetlands and making sure 
we have them in the future 
is something that should be 

important to all Canadians. 
   “Water is the most important 
commodity in the world and we 
must ensure that we are looking 
after it properly. DUC is the con-
servation organization that helps 
make that happen.”
   It was 1982 when Dave 
Burkell went to the first-ever 
DUC banquet in his commu-
nity of Kindersley, Sask. He 
enjoyed it so much he decided 
to join DUC the following year; 
his wife, June, followed him 
several years later.
   In addition to his membership 
on the local committee, Burkell 
has also been a member of 
DUC’s Saskatchewan provincial 
council for the past 27 years. He 
estimates he’s helped organize 
about 100 banquets so far.

   “As a hunter and a teacher, 
I’m a strong believer in 
environmental issues and 
protecting our wetlands,” 
says the former Grade 7 
teacher, who recently re-
tired after 32 years.w“DUC 
gave me a great opportunity 
to work with students in my 
classroom through Project 
Webfoot, to get them out on 
field trips every year, and 
make sure they understand 
how essential wetlands are.
   “I believe the education 
portion of DUC is one of our 
most important elements. 
In order to ensure a bright 
future, we need to educate 
young people and get them 
involved. This is the most 
important thing to me.”

By Barbara Balfour

Three generations ofall in the
Family Marsh Keepers

June and Dave Burkell are proud to 
have raised a family of DUC volunteers

After 75 years of conservation 
success, Ducks Unlimited 

Canada (DUC) has much to celebrate, 
but many wetlands need our help.
   DUC’s achievements include more 
than 9,000 projects and the conser-
vation of over 6.3 million acres of 
critical habitat. DUC is active in every 
province and territory, and has a 
strong network of more than 143,000 
supporters.
   Sharing in these successes are nearly 
19,000 landowners who conserve 
habitat in partnership with DUC. 
Also, 6,600 volunteers organize more 
than 500 annual fundraising events 
across the country to provide impor-
tant financial support for DUC to 
deliver on-the-ground results. 
   DUC is also recognized as a leader in 
the scientific community. DUC’s con-
servation efforts are rooted in science 
and supported by research, having 
published more than 300 academic 
studies over the past several decades.

   “Our organization has built a solid 
reputation among the Canadian and 
North American conservation com-
munities,” says DUC’s chief executive 
officer Greg Siekaniec. “Our programs 
are based on sound science, delivered 
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A look back in time
Nature brings learning 
to life 
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Nature...Delivered

1930s
Hatching:
An organization 
emerges from a 
vision to fill the skies

Amid the drought of The 
Great Depression, the More 
Game Birds in America 
Foundation looked for ways to 
support struggling waterfowl 
populations in the Cana-
dian Prairies.
 Their foresight led to the  
 establishment of DUC in 1938.

An organization emerges 
from a vision to fill 
the skies

1940s

Banding together:

DUC was hard at work developing 
projects and banding ducks. After 
returning a band from a harvested 
bird, many hunters received re-
ports explaining how the bird was 
banded on a DUC project restored 
with contributions from hunters. In 
1943, 325 hunters received these 
types of letters from DUC.

1950s
Water woes:
When not enough 
becomestoo much
DUC’s restoration programs got a 
wake-up call when the water shortage 
that had prompted their work came 
to an abrupt end. Early in the decade, 
a sustained wet period caused serious 
flooding, which exposed conflicts 
between agricultural interests and 
DUC’s mission. DUC worked hard 
to overcome these challenges, and 
continues to co-operate with the 
agriculture community today.
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Wetlands provide essential habitat for hundreds of species of wildlife, including waterfowl.

Power of parterships
DUC can’t do it alone

Every day, up to 80 acres 
of critical wetland 
habitat are lost. That’s 
equal to about 45 soccer 
fields every 24 hours.

Ducks Unlimited 
Canada is working 
hard to save these 
natural areas, but help 
is urgently needed.

Legacy giving
Your mark on the world can be clean water, 
homes for waterfowl and healthy places for 
your children and grandchildren to explore. 

Learn how you can leave a conservation 
legacy at ducks.ca/plannedgiving

By Barbara Balfour

75 years 9,000  projects   6.3 million acres+

See DECADES, page 2

Commemorating 75 years
The vivid colours and striking images of Canada’s 
famous feathered friends are gracing some special 
commemorative coins. In celebration of Ducks 
Unlimited Canada’s 75th anniversary, the Royal 
Canadian Mint is launching some new 
duck-inspired collectibles.    

1.  2013 25-Cent Coloured Coin—Mallard Duck
$29.95 | Item120710

2.  2013 Specimen Set—Blue-Winged Teal
$49.95 | Item121282

2013 Royal Canadian Mint. All rights reserved. 

The work we do is challenging 
— pressures on the landscape 
are relentless — but it is also 

incredibly rewarding.
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Order yours today!
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by conservation experts and achieve 
real landscape-level results. This time-
tested formula has been moving all of 
us toward a healthier future for the past 
75 years.”    
   A registered charity, DUC has also 
proven itself as a fiscally responsible 
organization that makes the most 
of donor dollars by investing 94 
per cent of all net funds in habitat 
conservation, research, public policy 
and education.
   Siekaniec adds: “The work we do 
is challenging – pressures on the 
landscape are relentless – but it is also 
incredibly rewarding. When you look 
up and see a giant V formation of wa-
terfowl in the sky, it’s awe-inspiring. Our 
entire network of staff, volunteers and 
supporters can take pride in knowing 
they are contributing to these 
natural wonders.”
   DUC’s recent acquisition of the Buf-
falo Hills Conservation Ranch, located 
45 minutes southeast of Calgary, Alta., is 

the most significant land acquisition in 
the organization’s history, and represents 
some of the best breeding waterfowl 
habitat on the continent – especially for 
northern pintail ducks. The total area of 
5,916 acres, which includes a working 
ranch, encompasses  803 wetland basins 
and more than 4,000 acres of rare intact 
native prairie and wetland habitat.
   “This is an important purchase 
because native prairie – land 
that was there when the buffalo 
roamed – has almost disappeared, 
and it is one of North America’s 
most vulnerable ecosystems,” says 
Perry McCormick, manager of 
provincial operations for Alberta.
    “There was a risk this native 
prairie would be broken up and 
turned into cereal crop production. 
If that happened, we would lose the 
ecological integrity of the area, and 
all the prairie wildlife that depend 
on it would lose their homes.
    “We hope to showcase the prop-

erty to the public in the future so 
people can understand what our 
goals are, get closer to nature, and 
further support our mission.”
   Another DUC conservation 
success story is the recent acquisi-
tion of the 127-acre Grauer lands 
in the intertidal area of the Fraser 
River Delta, adjacent to the city 
of Richmond, B.C., referred to as 
Sturgeon Banks.
   The Fraser River Delta is by far 
the largest delta on the B.C. coast 
and has one of the highest water-
fowl counts per day in the country 
- with an estimated 500,000 to 
800,000 birds during peak season.
   “It’s a major stopover area and one 
of the last refueling areas for birds 
heading north in the spring, and then 
again when heading south in the fall,” 
says Brad Arner, manager of provin-
cial operations for B.C.

Mint.ca | 1-800-267-1871 



By Barbara Balfour 

For people whose response is 
“So what?” when faced with 

the reality of disappearing wet-
lands, DUC biologists like Owen 
Steele have the answers close at 
hand.
   Thanks to scientists whose 
ground-breaking research estab-
lishes the value of wetlands to 
society, Steele can help the public 
understand how wetlands work, 
how human activities degrade 
them and what needs to be done 
to stop their loss.

“In this day and age, a lot of 
people don’t care if wetlands are 
a good place for ducks or leopard 
frogs or anything else – society 
is so urbanized we’ve lost touch 
with nature,” says Steele, the head 
of conservation programs in 
Ontario.

“But if their home is going to 
get washed away, or they’re no 
longer able to drink their tap 
water because of disappearing 
wetlands, they’re suddenly in-
terested. If the river that runs by 
their condo in Toronto is going to 
be green and scummy and unat-
tractive to walk by, they’re going 
to sit up and pay attention.”

As one of the Earth’s most 
productive ecosystems, wetlands 
are also among the most 
threatened. DUC’s research 
team, who make up the Institute 
for Wetland and Waterfowl 
Research (IWWR), has led or 
participated in nearly 300 studies 
throughout North America in 

the past 20 years. It has also 
helped train graduate students 
from over 40 universities and 
collaborates with more than 
45 external research agencies.

Their research clearly shows  
the critical environmental ben-
efits wetlands provide, which 
include clean water and habitat 
for wildlife, reducing flooding 
and erosion, and lessening the 
impacts of climate change.

In Ontario, wetlands in the 
Black River subwatershed of Lake 
Simcoe  provide $435 million per 
year in ecological services and 
save the municipalities at least 
$300,000 annually in phosphorus 
removal services alone; but as the 
wetlands continue to be lost, so 
too will the many benefits they 
provide.  

DUC has used this research to 
create a business case that puts a 
dollar value on the environmen-
tal goods and services wetlands 
provide; this was then presented 
to the municipalities surrounding 
Lake Simcoe to help inform their 
land planning process.

“We told them, ‘You’re doing 
a bunch of good things that 
will help address water quality 
issues. But if you’re not also 
stopping wetland loss around 
the area, you’ll be taking a step 
backwards because at the same 
time, more phosphorous will go 
into Lake Simcoe, which means 
people won’t be able to swim or 
use it for recreational purposes,’” 
says Steele.

Further west, similar research 

was conducted by DUC in south-
western Manitoba’s Broughton’s 
Creek watershed. In all of south-
western Manitoba, the estimated 
value of wetland ecosystem 
services lost between 1968 and 
2005 because of wetland drainage 
is a staggering $450 million. 

Other important research be-
ing conducted by DUC is on wet-
lands in Canada’s boreal forest. 

“We’re researching ways to 
better understand the wide 
range of benefits that boreal 
wetlands provide to society. 
When you place values on how 
much carbon is stored, the 
biological diversity and the 
social benefits of wetlands, and 
start adding them up, the values 
that boreal wetlands provide 
to society are substantial,” says 
Kevin Smith, national manager 
of boreal programs. 

“Our program has also focused 
on mapping boreal wetlands and 
understanding how waterfowl 
and other wildlife use these 
landscapes. We’re developing 
information to support 
sustainable development and 
conserve boreal wetlands through 
government policy and industry 
practices.”

If, for example, a road through 
a wetland is not built correctly, 
its impact on how water flows 
through the area may adversely 
affect the food available to the 
ducks that nest there.

“We are currently researching 
the degree to which a landscape 

can change and still sustain wa-
terfowl populations,” says Stuart 
Slattery, a DUC research scientist 
in the field of waterfowl ecology.

“We’re also conducting aerial 
surveys that count ducks and 
broods of ducklings in relation to 
different landscape changes such 
as roads, pipelines and seismic 
lines. This will help us under-
stand how landscape changes 
influence how many waterfowl 
land, settle there and nest, as well 
as  how well they produce young.”

While awareness is growing, 
society still has a long way to go in 
terms of making the prevention of 
wetland loss a key issue, says Steele. 

“Things like our jobs, the 
economy and our health are all 
important issues; we need to 
figure out a way to link wetland 
protection and conservation 
to those issues. Thanks to our 
scientific research, we’re able to 
continue down that path.”

— ©Ducks Unlimited Canada  

DUC scientists provide valuable research that helps the public understand the importance of conserving wetlands. 

1930s
Hatching:
The conservation 
journey begins

DUC was born during the dusty 
days of the Great Depression. 
Wetlands were drying up and 
times were tough for waterfowl 
and people. In 1938, a group of 
waterfowl hunters took action. 
Their vision was to put water 

back on the landscape, ducks in the 
sky and create a conservation movement that 
generations would follow.   

Conservation and 
hunting successes

1940s

Banding together:

DUC was hard at work develop-
ing habitat projects and banding 
ducks with financial support from 
hunters and other conservation-
ists. Together, they were restoring 
important habitat, waterfowl 
populations as well as the outdoor 
traditions they loved.  

1950s
Water woes:
Drought changes to floods

Until the 1950s, the challenge DUC’s 
conservation efforts faced was a lack of 
water. Early in the decade, a sustained 
wet period changed this. Serious 
flooding exposed conflicts between 
agricultural interests and DUC’s mission. 
DUC worked hard to overcome these 
challenges and continues to co-operate 
with the agricultural community today. 

The science of
Nature

on top of
Research
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It was thanks to the volunteer 
efforts of a handful of conserva-

tion-minded waterfowl hunters that 
Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) 
took flight. 
   They were the first Marsh Keepers 
of their generation. Today, 75 years 
and thousands of supporters later, 
the organization grew into a world 
leader in wetland conservation 
thanks to the generations of volun-
teers who followed. 
   “If you tried to value the number 
of hours that volunteers put into 
this organization, the total amount 
would be enormous. I don’t think 
we would survive without them,” 
says DUC’s 40th president, Tom 
Worden. 
   Like many DUC supporters, 
Worden joined as a volunteer be-
cause of his passion for waterfowl, 
concern for disappearing habitats 
and desire to give back to the natu-
ral areas that mean so much to him.
   Today, DUC has 6,600 volunteers. 
True to its heritage, waterfowl hunt-
ers continue to be a core support 
group for DUC. However, over 
the past 75 years its conservation 
mission gained the support of many 
other outdoor enthusiasts who are 
strong believers in the cause and 
passionate about what they do.
   “Our volunteers not only raise 
funds at special events and promote 
awareness for wetland conservation, 
but they also create critical mass,” 
says Worden.
   “When you’re talking to govern-
ments to acquire support or push 
for policy changes, the fact that 
we have 143,000 supporters and 
6,600 volunteers in Canada goes a 
long way. It is a big number and it’s 
important to decision-makers in 
government that a group this large 
is actively involved in the cause.” 
   Worden first got involved with 
DUC 28 years ago when he couldn’t 
get a ticket to a sold-out fundrais-
ing dinner and asked to be on the 
volunteer committee to find a way 
in. Having grown up on a farm with 
a long history of hunting and enjoy-
ing the outdoors, Worden quickly 
became passionate about the cause.
   “What we do is all science-based – 
we’ve got some of the best waterfowl 
and wetland biologists in the world,” 
says Worden. “And the people here 
are terrific. You get involved because 
of the cause and you stay because 
of the people. There is no question; 
our volunteers are a big reason for 
our success.”
   DUC’s long-held mantra that 
wetlands benefit people as well 
as wildlife is being embraced 
by a growing number of Canadi-
ans. To become part of the next 
generation of Marsh Keepers, 
and to help DUC continue with 
its conservation work, sign up to 
be a volunteer. 

Volunteers
are the heart 
of DUC

Tom Worden, Ducks Unlimited Canada’s 
40th President

Volunteer
Put your passion for the 
environment into action 
and make a difference 
in your community.

Join us at:
ducks.ca/volunteer

— ©Ducks Unlimited Canada
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Decades: critical waterfowl breeding sites 
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   “Our program is focused on providing 
birds with the food they need when 
they’re on the Fraser delta. Food comes 
from natural sources in the estuary, but 
also from adjacent agricultural land, 
so we provide incentives for farmers to 
grow crops beneficial to waterfowl like 
corn and potatoes.”
   Another important area for waterfowl 
that has been recognized as a critical site 
is the Ramparts River and wetlands in 
the Northwest Territories.
   The area lies west of the Mackenzie 

River in the boreal forest and covers 3.8 
million acres. It is a critical wetland area 
that includes more than 30,000 wetland 
basins as well as vast peatlands, soils 
and forests that sequester huge amounts 
of carbon. 
   The wetlands here provide critical 
waterfowl breeding habitat, while the di-
verse habitat is home to a large number 
of mammals and other birds including 
species at risk like boreal woodland 
caribou and waterfowl like scaup and 
scoters that are in decline continentally.  

It has also been designated as a special 
cultural and ecological area by the Sahtu 
Dene and Métis people in the area, and 
a Key Migratory Bird Terrestrial Habitat 
site by Environment Canada. 
   “It’s an incredibly important area for 
waterfowl from a continental perspec-
tive and its values overlap ecological and 
cultural importance,” says Jason Charl-
wood, head of industrial government 
relations, who is working to achieve its 
permanent legislated protection as a 
national wildlife area.

   “This is a place where generations of 
Dene and Métis have gone for food, 
shelter and spiritual reasons. The 
connection with the community to this 
place is extremely strong and continues 
to be extremely important.”
   From coast, to coast, to coast, DUC 
is working on the ground to leave a 
conservation legacy for all Canadians. 
It’s this solid track record that will 
enable DUC to continue forging a path 
of conservation excellence for the next 
75 years.



— ©Ducks Unlimited Canada 

DUC is shaping the next generation of wetland conservationists through its educational programs. 

Era of the Engineer:
Major projects abound

By the 1960s, wetland projects 
had become more sophisticated, 
with major engineering works 
being constructed across Can-
ada. Although DUC now favours 
letting water levels fluctuate more 
naturally, those major works stand 
as a testament to DUC’s early drive 
to return waterfowl habitat to the 
landscape.

1960s

1970s

Fun and fundraising:
The birth of DUC dinners

Enthusiasm for greater Canadian 
fundraising led to the first DUC 
dinner in 1974. As more volun-
teers were recruited to organize 
events across the country, DUC 
launched several new fundrais-
ing ventures. Fundraising dinners 
continue to be lively celebrations 
of the outdoors and DUC’s work, 
and are an important revenue 
source for DUC.

1980s
A continental approach:

A plan for North American 
waterfowl
With waterfowl populations de-
clining once again, a new sense 
of urgency built around the need 
for international co-operation. In 
1986, the North American Water-
fowl Management Plan (NAWMP) 
was approved by the U.S. and 
Canadian federal governments. 
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For curious young minds, learn-
ing facts and figures from 

pages in a book is one thing — 
but stomping through puddles 
and watching birds soar is quite 
another. By building this link 
between classroom study and the 
great outdoors, Ducks Unlimited 
Canada (DUC) is shaping the next 
generation of wetland conserva-
tionists.
   “Scientific knowledge is impor-
tant, but so is reaching people on a 
personal level,” says DUC’s director 
of education, Dr. Rick Wishart. 
“We’re engaging young people in 
taking action because we know 
that kids are the change agents in 
their communities, and they want 
to make a difference.” 

   Wishart adds, “This is a big 
job and we’re thankful to all of 
our partners, but particularly to 
Talisman Energy who stepped 
forward as our National Education 
Sponsor.”
   DUC provides in-class resources 
that support the curriculum but 
it’s the field trips to local wetlands 

that bring the learning to life. The 
Project Webfoot program focuses 
on students in Grades 4 through 6 
and gives them a chance to apply 
their knowledge hands on. More 
than half a million students across 
Canada have taken part so far. 
   “Connecting students with nature 
empowers them to become envi-
ronmental champions from a young 
age,” says Wishart, “and this is 
more urgent than ever as we see the 
drainage and destruction of Cana-
da’s vulnerable wetlands continue.”
   A strong advocate of DUC work 
is the bestselling author of Last 
Child in the Woods.  Richard Louv 
speaks out passionately about 
“nature-deficit disorder” and the 
growing disconnect between chil-
dren and nature. “I think we’ve got 
to connect kids to nature in new 
and different ways than our parents 
did,” says Louv, citing the increase 
in urbanization and the growing 
inclination towards video games 
and TV.
   “DUC takes Louv’s advice to 
heart by using outdoor experiences 
to enhance traditional ways of 
learning,” says Wishart. “In one of 
our programs we help create local 
outdoor classrooms so students can 
get outside and enrich their lives 
and their studies.” 
   These Wetland Centres of Excel-
lence across the country involve 
developing long-term partnerships 
with select high schools. A key 
ingredient is finding innovative 
teachers who want to enhance 
learning by building communi-

ty-based projects. DUC’s funding 
and expertise helps get these proj-
ects off to a strong start.

   
“Projects are led by students, 

and in the process we help them 
develop their skills and set the 
stage for future studies and careers. 
Projects range from monitoring 
water quality and site cleanups, 
to shore plantings, to biodiversity 
studies and bird banding. A major 
emphasis is on mentoring younger 
students to teach them about valu-
ing and conserving wetlands.”
   The next step is an expansion 
of DUC’s education program to 
selectively reach post-secondary 

students.  The goal here too is pro-
viding real life learning opportuni-
ties and experiences. 
    “The types of skills that students 
develop in our programs augment 
their resumes and help them excel 
as they get older,” says Wishart.  
“We’ve recently launched the 
Newalta Wetland Heroes program 
to recognize youth who take on a 
local wetland conservation project. 
It’s very gratifying to see kids get 
excited about the environment and 
then go on in their lives to become 
teachers, researchers, engineers, 
farmers, writers and resource biol-
ogists – with a special place in their 
hearts for wetlands.” 
   At the end of the day, the ultimate 
goal for all of DUC’s education pro-
grams is building off each other. By 
following students from elementary 
school, to junior and then senior 
high school, through post second-
ary and onward, it’s about building 
conservation leaders –  Canada’s 
Marsh Keepers of tomorrow. 

By Barbara Balfour

Connecting students with nature 
empowers them to become 

champions from a young age
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The types of skills that our students 
develop in our programs augment 

their resumés and help them 
excel as they get older
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By Barbara Balfour

For Grade 12 student Cheryl 
Lin, the opportunity to ex-
plore things that slither, swim 
and grow in a wetland — all 
within the hustle and bustle 
of Toronto — is nothing 
short of amazing.
   Lin is a student at Sir John 
A. MacDonald Collegiate 
Institute in Toronto, the new-
est DUC Wetland Centre of 
Excellence. Critical funding 
for the project has come from 
the Ontario Trillium Founda-
tion, and DUC staff educator 
Krystal Hewitt of the Barrie, 
Ont. office developed the 
partnership.
   “I know from friends’ 
comments that they rarely 
get to experience nature. As 
individuals from the concrete 
jungle, just being out in a 
marsh or finding deer poo on 
the ground is amazing,” Lin 
says with a laugh.
   “Instead of going to a zoo, 
you can find animals in their 
natural habitat.”
   The wetland, located near 
the school, is a place for 
research and special projects 
for students like Lin, who are 

enrolled in a specialized envi-
ronmental studies program. 
It’s also used by students with 
special education needs who 
take part in tree planting and 
an enriched biology class that 
involves identifying various 
wetland species. 

   

“The students are really ex-
cited to get outdoors and help 
preserve and improve the en-
vironment,” says teacher and 
wetland centre co-ordinator 
Matthew Sheehan. “It’s been 
great to have an area where 
we are taking ownership of 
its protection and it has really 
enhanced our experiential 
learning-based programs.”

Getting your hands dirty and feet wet

— ©Ducks Unlimited Canada  
Student field trips to local wetlands bring learning to life. 

Puddles, soaring birds buildour future
Leaders Curiosity

— ©Ducks Unlimited Canada  

Sir John A. MacDonald Collegiate Institute in Toronto is the newest DUC Wetland Centre of Excellence. 

What’s the best way to 
celebrate a birthday? With a 
party, of course!

Throughout 2013, Ducks 
Unlimited Canada (DUC) 
is celebrating its 75th an-
niversary with hundreds 
of fundraising events in 
communities across the 
country.  It’s also rolling out 
the red carpet and celebrat-
ing in style with a collection 
of special Diamond Signa-
ture Events in major cities.  
These events will feature 
fine dining, entertainment, 
merchandise and more with 
all proceeds supporting the 
conservation of important 
marshes and ponds across 
Canada. 

Attend a DUC Diamond 
Signature Event

Vancouver,  March 9  
Renaissance Harbourside 
Hotel  
Montreal,  April 24 
Racket Club 
Quebec City, June 1 
Centre des Congres de Levis 
Moncton, September14  
Delta Beausejour 
Regina, September 17 
Casino Regina  
Winnipeg, October 5 
Hotel Fort Garry  
Edmonton, October 24 
Crown Plaza

Toronto, Calgary and  
Ottawa kicked off the  
Diamond Signature Event 
series earlier this year. Don’t 
miss your chance to attend 
one of these historic parties 
– purchase your tickets at  
ducks.ca/SignatureEvent  

Parties of 
Historic 
Proportions

Source: www.ducks.ca

The students are really 
excited to get outdoors and 
help preserve and improve 
the environment. It’s been 

great to have an area where 
we are taking ownership of 

its protection.
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From black tie galas 
to community hall 

dinners and auctions 
to clay shoots, DUC 

hosts over 500 events 
across the country!  

 
Purchase tickets to 

an event near you at 
ducks.ca/event

ducks.ca



They work together, hunt and 
fish together, and in their 

off time, they even volunteer 
together. Combined, this father-
son duo share a total of 35 years 
of volunteer service to Ducks 
Unlimited Canada (DUC) – and 
they’re still going strong.

Craig MacLaren was just a baby 
when his father, Gordon, joined 
the Prince Edward Island Provin-
cial Waterfowlers chapter in 1986. 

“I thought it would be a good 
thing to be able to give back 
to the land that I took from.  I 
joined because I was interested 
in conservation and enjoyed the 
outdoors,” says Gordon, an avid 

waterfowl hunter.
Today, Gordon, 65, is an 

enthusiastic member of several 
committees, a ticket chairman 
and treasurer. His son Craig, 
now 33, started accompanying 
him on hunting trips by the 
age of 10 and cultivated an 
appreciation of the outdoors 
early on. In his early teens, 
he would help set up at 
fundraising dinners along 
with his sister, Christa. He’s 
been a member of DUC for 

eight years now, and has recently 
worked as an emcee at several 
dinners.

“About three years ago our 
main emcee couldn’t make 
it and so I was nominated 
to fill in. I really enjoyed 
interacting with people and 
getting a laugh out of them,” 
says Craig, who by day works 
at a Ford dealership along-
side his father.

In the near future, he plans 
to bring a third generation 
of MacLarens into the DUC 
family with his two-year-old 
daughter, Faith.

“I can really see Faith and Dad 
and I going fishing, and teaching 
her about the outdoors when 
she gets older. Having some-
thing in common to do together 
really connects you as a family 
and has really kept us close.”

Find out more about Suncor’s partnerships and how we are
collaborating to responsibly develop North America’s energy supply.
www.suncor.com/sustainability

Congratulations
Ducks Unlimited Canada
for 75 years of conservation
excellence.

Suncor Energy is proud to be a partner in wetlands conservation and supporting Ducks Unlimited Canada’s work in

promoting environmentally sustainable land use. This collaborative effort is an important part of Suncor’s commitment to

economic prosperity, social well-being and environmental excellence.

1990s

Backed by science:
IWWR is launched

In 1991, the Institute for Wetland 
and Waterfowl Research (IWWR) 
was established. By conducting 
research and evaluating programs 
relating to DUC’s mission, IWWR 
helps put the right conservation 
programs in the right places.

2000s
Sharpening the focus:
Prioritizing for the ducks

Joining forces with the rest of 
the Ducks Unlimited family, DUC 
developed the International 
Conservation Plan (ICP) in 2001. 
To ensure that waterfowl needs 
were being met throughout 
North America, the ICP ranked 
regions accordingly to their im-
portance to breeding, migrating 
and wintering waterfowl.

Today

Leading the way:
Delivering wetland 
conservation for all 
Canadians
DUC has more than 143,000 grass-
roots supporters, including 6,600 
volunteers. Wetland conservation 
connects all Canadians by helping 
to control flooding, improve water-
quality, store carbon and provide 
homes for wildlife. DUC works 
with government and industry 
to develop policies to conserve 
waterfowl habitat.
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Growing up in Russell, 
Man., the only time 

Jon Montgomery spent 
indoors was to sleep.
   Whether fishing, skat-
ing or tobogganing, the 
Olympic gold medallist 
and champion skeleton 
racer was always outside 
enjoying nature and 
building up the appetite 
for competition that 
would launch his career.
   Because his time 
spent outdoors shaped 
so much of his life and 
award-winning career, 
Montgomery is giving 
back to Ducks Unlim-
ited Canada (DUC) as a 
Conservation Champion 

and encourages others to 
get involved too.
   “Some of our great-
est resources are our 
natural spaces and our 
water. The projects DUC 

undertakes help keep 
our lakes and streams 
pollution free and clean 
since wetlands act 
as water filters,” says 
Montgomery. 
   “This means DUC 

helps give all Canadians 
spaces to enjoy recre-
ationally.” 
   Montgomery de-
clared 2013 the “Year 
of the Conservation 
Champion,” and, in 
DUC’s 75th year, 
encourages others 
to get outdoors, get 
involved with DUC 
and help stop wetland 
loss in Canada, home 
to one-quarter of the 
world’s wetlands.
   “The year 2013 
is particularly spe-
cial as it marks 75 
years of conservation 
excellence at DUC,” 
says Montgomery, 
who wants to ensure 

another 75 years of 
success.
   Montgomery is 
sharing stories and 
experiences about DUC 
projects and the many 
“Conservation Cham-
pions” across Canada 
who are building a con-
servation community 
for change. 
   Want to be a part of 
the Year of the Conservation 
Champion? 
Visit DUC’s Facebook and 
Twitter pages to share your 
stories about how you’re 
making a difference by being 
a Conservation Champion.  
Follow Montgomery on 
Twitter @jrmonty2 or visit 
ducks.ca/jonmontgomery

By Barbara Balfour

— ©Ducks Unlimited Canada 
Olympic Champion Jon Montgomery’s connection with the outdoors has prompted him to give back to Ducks Unlimited Canada. 

Year of the conservation

Champion
explore 
Outdoors

2013 is particularly special 
as it marks 75 years of con-

servation excellence at DUC

❝

❞

Source: www.ducks.ca

By Barbara Balfour

ducks.ca

Like father, like son

Above, Craig and Gordon MacLaren
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Wildlife has played a starring role in the 
career of acclaimed artist Robert Bate-
man. That’s why the devoted conserva-
tionist and ardent DUC supporter has 
created a very special original painting, 
“Tranquility”, to commemorate DUC’s 
milestone birthday.
   

By Barbara Balfour

As a registered charity, it’s 
thanks to important partner-

ships with multiple organizations 
that Ducks Unlimited Canada 
(DUC) successfully conserves the 
natural areas where Canadians live, 
work and play. 
   DUC conserves marshes and ponds 
by working with partners including 
government, industry, non-profit orga-
nizations and landowners who realize 
the many benefits wetlands provide. 
These include clean water, habitat for 
wildlife and recreational spaces to 
explore and enjoy. 
   In 2007, the federal government 
committed $225 million over five years 
for habitat conservation through the 
Natural Areas Conservation Program. 
Of this, $25 million was provided 
to DUC for wetland conservation. 
Through this program, DUC secured 
over 120,000 acres of land through 434 
habitat projects nationwide. 
   The program enabled DUC to 
achieve major conservation wins in 
areas that are important to water-
fowl and other wildlife. One recent 
notable accomplishment is Lochaber 
Bay in the Outaouais, one of the 10 
most important wetland complexes 
in southern Quebec. 
   The site is used as breeding habitat for 
many species, including an endangered 

bird, the Least Bittern and the Northern 
Map turtle, and will be the centerpiece of 
a future wildlife management area along 
the Ottawa River - the largest of its kind 
in Quebec.  
   “During the spring, up to 1.5 million 
waterfowl migrate to this area,” says Ber-
nard Filion, DUC manager of Quebec 
operations. 
   “The wetlands in this area are not just 
for hunters – we have fishermen, farmers 
and birdwatchers also enjoying the 
space.”
   On the opposite coast, DUC first 
partnered with the Province of British 
Columbia 45 years ago. 

   “Since then, the partnership has 
continued where Environment 
Canada-Canadian Wildlife Service, 
all other major conservation organi-
zations, and industrial partners have 
joined one or more established part-
nerships in this province.  Some of 
the partnerships are geographically 
focused and some are very specific 
to activities,” says Les Bogdan, DUC 

director of regional operations for 
the B.C. / boreal region.
   An opportunity was presented to 
DUC and its partners to establish 
a B.C. Trust For Public lands in 
support of biodiversity conservation. 
The goal of the trust is strengthening 
private and public sector partner-
ships to enhance coordination and 
efficiency, support a science-based 
approach towards future land ac-
quisitions and management and en-
courage donations from the private 
sector. Basically, it is about bringing 
everyone together to make things 
simpler and more effective so the 
end goal of conservation is reached. 
   The Province of B.C. contributed 
$8 million and asked DUC and other 
partners to meet a minimum of a 
three-to-one funding match from 
non-provincial government sources. 
Turns out, DUC surpassed that 
request and delivered a four-to-one 
match, resulting in a $40-million 
program by obtaining funding 
through additional partners.
   “This will secure some of the high-
est priority areas in this province to 
support biodiversity for future gener-
ations,” says Bogdan.
   The sheer amount of on-the-
ground conservation achieved 
through partnerships is powerful 
and the benefits are wide-reaching. 
The unfortunate part is that despite 

everyone’s best efforts to protect, 
restore and conserve wetlands, they 
are disappearing far quicker than 
they can be conserved. 
   Achieving true conservation 
success requires working with every 
province and territory to develop 
effective wetland policies. 
   In 2009, DUC signed the Atlantic 
Habitat Partnership Initiative. This 
$9-million partnership involved $3 
million from Environment Canada 
and $3 million from the provincial 
governments of New Brunswick, 
Nova Scotia and P.E.I., with DUC 
contributing the balance.
   This investment helps DUC 
maintain more than 1,000 wetland 
restoration projects on 100,000 
acres in Atlantic Canada well into 
the future, as well as explores new 
initiatives such as building fishways 
to help move fish upstream. 
   “We’ve been able to develop this 
partnership through our joint inter-
est in provincial and federal wetland 
conservation policies that attempt 
to achieve a no net loss of wetlands,” 
says Tom Duffy, DUC manager of 
Atlantic operations. “Maintaining 
our wetland restoration projects 
is critical to achieving the goals of 
wetland conservation policies in the 
Maritime provinces. We are excited 
that discussions continue to take 
place on how similar policies and 
government support can be imple-
mented across Canada.”

Thank you to our partners
From individuals 

to government
and business, 

you make 
conservation 

possible. 

The power of
Partnerships

united we
Stand

Brushes with Bateman

“Tranquility” by Robert Bateman

Canada needs wetlands
A Calgary Herald special feature in partnership with Ducks Unlimited Canada - 75th Anniversary

— ©Ducks Unlimited Canada 

All wetlands conserved by DUC are results of collaborations with government, industry, non-profit organizations and landowners. 

To protect wetlands, 
effective government 
policies are needed.

Find out how you 
can be a voice for 

wetlands and 
wildlife at:

ducks.ca/
beavoice

The sheer amount of on-the-ground 
conservation achieved through 

partnerships is powerful and the 
benefits are wide-reaching. 

❝

❞

As a volunteer for Ducks 
Unlimited Canada (DUC), 

Henry Kozler never feels shy 
about asking for donations.
   “We all know it’s a good cause. If 
we don’t have wetlands, we won’t 
have any more fresh water to 
drink,” says the retired firefighter 
and paramedic. “We’re losing 
them at a rate of up to 80 acres 
per day - figure that out at 365 
days a year. We can’t just keep 
destroying wetlands. My genera-
tion did destroy them because we 
didn’t know any better – but the 
younger generation will hopefully 
be saving them.”
   Kozler, the chapter chair for the 
Chilliwack, B.C., volunteer com-
mittee, has been mentoring the 
younger generation for a while. 
His daughter Denise Zanatta is 
the committee treasurer and his 
grandson Cole Zanatta is already 
a volunteer at age 16. He also 
credits his wife, a DUC volunteer 
as well, for being his “right arm” 
in his work.
   Kozler became a volunteer in 
1984 after having a great time 
at a local fundraising dinner. 
“I had been a hunter and fisher 
all my life; I thought it was 
time to put something back 
in what I had taken so much 
from. My dad was a trapper by 
trade and he taught us to only 
take what you needed and to 
respect the land. So I said ‘yes, 
I will join the committee.’ The 
rest is history!”
   Kozler is also one of 30 DUC 
supporters who were recently 
awarded with a Queen Elizabeth 
II Diamond Jubilee Medal for 
their service with DUC. 
   “It was quite an honour. I 
was flabbergasted!”
   “This is a wonderful orga-
nization and we’re passionate 
about what we do. I always 
say, they’ll have to pack me 
away in a duck box!”

Inspiring the
next generation

Henry Kozler, DUC volunteer

Become a member and  
own a piece of history!

When you purchase a special 75th anniversary 
membership, you will receive:

n A hardcover copy of the exclusive commemorative 
book The Marsh Keepers Journey
n A one-year subscription to Conservator magazine 
DUC’s membership magazine
n Other exciting member offers

Visit ducks.ca/membership 
or call 1-866-384-DUCK (3825) and quote code HSTY

Special  
75th  

anniversary 
membership offer

ducks.ca

Bid on a limited-edition print!
Attend a DUC event

or go online at
ducks.ca/sealedbid

Wetlands  like marshes and ponds are some of the most productive ecosystems in the world. 
They work behind the scenes, providing many important benefits to all Canadians.

- Clean water: wetlands filter harmful pollutants from the  
  water we drink and improve the health of our lakes 
  and rivers.
- Homes for wildlife: hundreds of species depend on  
  wetlands for food and raising their young.

- Flood and drought prevention: wetlands act like giant 
  sponges, holding water during wet periods and 
  releasing it during dry periods.
- Fun and recreation: wetlands are beautiful places for  
  people of all ages to be active and enjoy nature.

By Barbara Balfour
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Given all they do, it's shocking that wetlands continue to be lost. Every day up to 
80 acres of wetlands are lost in Canada. Your help is needed. 

Join Ducks Unlimited Canada's conservation community at ducks.ca 




